
 

 

 

 

 

  

Dear Parent and Carers,  
 
It has been so lovely to be back in school this week and it has been great to be able to talk to you and the 
children about their Christmas breaks. I do hope you all had a lovely break and managed to avoid the many 
illnesses that seemed to be going around.  
 
Year 3 and 4 started the term with a royal Roman banquet to launch their topic for this half term. They made 
bread in the morning to share with grapes and cheese in the afternoon.  They had fun learning about Roman life 
and were very interested to find out that they did not have toilet paper but had to use a stick and a sponge!  
 
We are so lucky to live in a world where things are constantly developing and improving. I am always amazed by 
how much technology is changing and the things children are now able to use and understand. For safeguarding 
reasons, please could you ensure your children are not coming to school with devices that are able to take 
photographs and videos. I am also sure that these would cost lots of money and we are unable to accept 
responsibility for personal items if they are damaged, lost or broken while they are in school.  
 
I thought I would give you another Read, Write, Inc update from the last half term. The children have returned 
to school and have settled well into their new groups. There are now 17 year 1 and 2 children who have 
completed the Read, Write, Inc program with 88% of reception children working at or above the expected level. 
I am planning to hold a Read, Write, Inc workshop focussing on supporting your child to read at home on 
Thursday 12th January at 3:45pm. You are welcome to come and join me for this if you wish.  
 
Here is a little note from the governors:  
 
Did you know that the school’s catering service is currently operating at a loss, and that if only a few more 
parents opted for hot school meals rather than packed lunches, it would be able to improve the provision for all 
children? 
 
Parent governor Sara Vandore-Mackay has been to school to look at school lunches following media reports of 
increased cost of ingredients impacting some schools. The good news is the cost of living crisis has not affected 
Mrs Ethelstons in this regard. Menus are selected carefully with the help of teachers and children, who get the 
choice of one of two hot main meal options, with added veggies or salad, bread, and a pudding or yoghurt. 
Teachers and assistants are on hand to ensure children eat enough. If you’re still unsure and would like to know 
more about the catered lunch option, Sara will be back at school to chat to the head of catering, Rachel Portlock, 
to find out more. Please feel free to pass on any questions or concerns to the governors in the next week or so if 
you’d like these to be raised.  

 
Wishing you all a lovely weekend,  
Mrs Jory-Kellaway 
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Our Core Value this half term is 

Perseverance 
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PTFA NEWS 
On Friday 27th January we will be 

collecting goods for Bags 2 Schools 

 
Did you know that we are registered with 

Easyfundraising?  

When you shop online with certain brands, you 

are able to donate a percentage to our PTFA: 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/mrsethelstonspr

imary/?searchSessionId=9e036d4b-527f-4318-9c7b-

4f413c582ba0 

CHURCH NEWS 

 

Current Whole School Attendance: 

95.3% 
The class with the best attendance is 

SWIFTS’ and SWALLOWS’ with 

100% 
 

Coming up: 
MONDAY 

Film Club 

Games Club 

 

TUESDAY 

Years 5&6 Tutankhamun visit to 

Dorchester 

Choir Club (lunchtime) 

 

WEDNESDAY 

Art Club  

 

THURSDAY 

Mindfulness Club 

KS2 Nerf Guns Club 

 

FRIDAY 

KS1 Nerf Guns Club 

First Aid Club (All Years) 

 

 
 
 

CELEBRATION & ETHOS WORSHIP 
 

On Monday 16th January we will be 

holding our postponed Celebration & 

Ethos Worship from December 
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